GETTING PICTURES IN

hotography is a fabulous wol. It com-

municates all sorts of ideas and feelings

and does so very quickly. Take a housing
association s annual report. Aot of time and
effort goes into s researching, writing and
editing,

e most important part is undoubtedly the
information it carries,; the hard Gcts,

But is the factual information enouglh? Will
it. by itself, be effective in telling people what
v wand them o know abowur vous

Mo, it's not. Two other ingredients are
needed for an effective annual report: good
tlesign aned good photography to make it
vistally interesting and aceessible.

Photography works as o "hook” which will
bring vour readers into the annual report. And
there is nothing in the visual world more
interesting o a human being than the fee of
another iman being.

By looking at the pictures, vour readers will
already have acquired an impression of you
without having vet read a word: abour vour
equal opportunities policies, from the race,
gender and age ol the people featured; about
the stvle and state of you properiies;: how busy
vou are from seeing vour stall photogr '.11]}14:'” Al
work: and how your tenants feel, judged from
the expression on their lces,

Photography can give vour organisation a
hean face. Tt shows how a home can put a
smile on someone’'s lips and hope into theh
evES.

Three kinds of phowography stand our as
useful for an annual report: documentary,
public relations and architectural.
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Documentary
photography

Each of your tenants
hias & stoey 1o el and
documentary
photography is there
o help tell i,

Documentary
photography tells
yvour readers who vou
house and how they
have benehited from
VOUT SETVICES.

I'here are many
staries: stories ol

people with special
needs: stories of ald
age, and youth;
stories of families who
lost their home o

never hul one o
begin with: stories of
single parents; stories
of voung people
coming ofl the
Sirects,

Your stall also have
astory o tell about
how they give support
e those who need it
anel how they keep
VOUIT organisation
runnming smoothly.

These aspecis of
Iife can bhe also

capiured by

photography,

For the purposes ol
public relations and
funding, i is 1o
really enough that
housing association
does o good job, It
must be seen to be
doing a good job,

And photographv is
the best way of
making that happen,
Photography works,

Public
relations

Public relations
photography has two
main branches: the
first makes sure that
everyone kinows just
how busy you've been
— it records formal
events such as the
unveiling of a plague
or the launch of a
new scheme.

It 15 suill all to
commeaon in this Kined
of photographv o
POTTERY WO
individuals smiling a
the camera, shaking
hands, both grasping

A hugely over-sized
chegue,

Then there are
stories ol effort and
coroperation between
VOur tenants and youn
stafl'— “fun davs’, “fun
runs’ and sooon.

Ihe other branch
of public relations
|I|:III|.-I'1_L=I;|.'|]}|‘_. teells
your readers who vou
are, il gives vour
organisation a face,

I'his can be done
through portraits of
stall, committee and
temants — the people
who make things
happen in you
organisation.

You don't have 1o
have perfectly lit shots

of smiling heads,
Portraiture, if done

a1 n|.‘r:'r|}. should be
more than a smiling
face, it should probe g
bit to convey a
personality = perbugps
sormeone whio is
ellicient and
professional, or
someone who is
caring.

Your readers need
to know that suaff,
Board and
management are not
anonymous pen push-
ers and paper
shulflers — they are
human beings who
care aboul their work
and go about it
cificiently,

Voluntary Housing

Architectural
photography

Architectural
photogrphy lets
people know about
the stte and sivie of
vour properiies,

But heware! A
plain, small, black
and white phioto of o
bubding in v
annual report will noy
he enough o el vou
readers whether it's
an old dilapidated
howse or a brand new
CONVErsio,

A building is big. [f
it is recuced in size 1o
a three inch by Tour
photograph, we will
not be able 1o see the
cracks in the
brickwork, the roming
window Irimes, the
missing shingles, the
rising damp. Unless
we el up close,

That's the secret,
The sime applies o a
bzl new conversion
O 31 1ew '||11i|:ling -
how can vou show it
ofl in the annual
report:

Colour helps. Blue
skies and Nulty clonds
look good. Special
lighting and flters
also help if vou can
afford that sort ol
thing,

But colour is
expensive Lo print

andl some housing
assoCilions cannot
allord 1 in thedr
annual report,

I wo can't afford
colour, yo for the
architectural details,
the ones that make
vour building stnd
oul from the rest —an
arch, a lamp post, a
nice shiny door,

Or go tor the
evocative rather than
the descriptive,
lmages that make vou
think of home — a
statrcase with sun
pouring through the
windlow, a children’s
bedroom with a pile
of solt tovs on the
bed, flowers on the
winclow=sill.

In the final analysis,
|Iull*-illg ASSOCTALIONS
prowide, not o much
houses, as homes,

1 Use u good camers
Ty avanisl i
paiunres, ke sire il
uses it least 3oim flim
sl that i has a
reasonzible Tens. Maks

sure It s an anto locas
Canmer s opposed 1 A
fixed focus, A Nxed
frcees lens cantmint be
aeljusted s the clises
(LU AL L ER e ]
sulaject is abont fow
leet withom blurnng

2 1 vour plustos e
gonngg o he printed in
Black ol swhiboe di v
anm] report, use hlack
arud whine filsay i this
firse pliace. By using
colaur film for black
andd white priming, vou
Ii"{""li”:i\l

3 Fuo graig photis
sy ol membuers of
particular team) make
suire vou don 't oot ofl
ek Teet iF bsoa fall
Psescly shost aunned dhisin wo
can see all thewr faces
wheen vou prress il
shinnier {sanne |":""E'I"
likes tos buieke thieir Baves
beuingd theis
eolleagmiies

4  MNever ke onb ooe
shot ol vour sulyect;
they may luve bllnked
o wisrse, Tl Binked
which accoants for 4975
ol o rather silly-looking
eXEressions on purople’s
Faces in phaotos,

Gt ab least thoee am
Fowunr shiavis ol the scime
[T
5 When using a llash
ke sure vou are nol
stancding o right angles
to @ reflective surfiace.
thie Nt will Boninee
straigh busek it sas
lens leaving vou with a
Towvely shuot ol a Mhaly
B Avodd red eve' by
getting wai subjects
e at an anmgle o the
camers, b looking
straighin i




